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CAPE SAAACA 

P O Box 2567, BELLVILLE, 7535, South Africa 

Telephone: (021) 9461712   Facsimile: (021) 949 0045 

capesaaaca@sfa.co.za 

www.capesaaaca.co.za 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2008 NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 

 

UPCOMING FEBRUARY TALKS: 

 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, the 28th of February 2008, at 19:00 punctual 
at the CTH Officers Mess inside the Cape Castle.  (Parking inside the grounds behind the 
Castle off Strand Street).  We suggest you come earlier to allow you to register your 
attendance and to buy a refreshment before the talks start at 19H00.  Please be 
considerate of the time in respect of those who do. 
 
Members are invited to bring artefacts on which they wish to deliver a short talk.  
Reminded that you must please prepare a short summary of your talk which you 
can e-mail to the Chairman to be included in the next newsletter. 
 
Members are reminded that strict safety protocol on the handling of any firearm will apply; 
ALL MOVING PARTS MUST BE REMOVED and displayed separately, unless prior 
cleared with the Chairman.  NO live ammunition will be handled. 

 

 
 
 

31st OF MARCH 2008 RE-LICENSES CYCLE APPLICATIONS:  
 

Relevant to those born in the months July/August/Sept. 
 
Just a reminder for those who still need to submit their Private Collecting 
Categorisation applications to us to do so without delay not to miss the dead line 
on the 31st of March. 
 
Late submissions place huge demands on the membership Committee with great 
costs and effort to all involved.   Take note of the relevant applicable additional 
categorisation and collectibility application fees. 
 
The Membership Convenor Robert Nothhaft can also be contacted directly at 
robert@westernshooters.co.za 
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SECRETARIATS NEWS: 

 

This is where we keep you up to date with what happened at our various secretariats.  

Come on chaps, let us have your monthly news reports! 

 

FORT KNOKKE MILITIA: 

Interested parties can contact John Lamont at glentyne@yebo.co.za. 

 

CAPE SAAACA WESTERN SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION: 

 

Interested parties can contact Robert Nothhaft (Big Boar Bob) at 021 851 4405 or 

roronoma@telkomsa.net.  

 

 

Carl Wilkey, the American, is the big guy in the red shirt. 

Cape SAAACA’s Western Shooter’s Association get’s together every third Saturday of 

each month for a shoot at the False Bay Shooting Club. We do what is known today as 

Cowboy Action Shooting, the fastest growing gun sport in the world. We shoot a 3-Gun 

Shoot that comprises of being timed for shooting at ten targets with two revolvers, five 

targets with a Lever Action Rifle and then two knock-down targets with either a side-by-

side Shotgun or a pump-action. All guns either have to be pre-1900 or replicas of those 

pre-1900 weapons. We are affiliated too and shoot according to SASS (Single Action 

Shooting Society) rules, therefore the pump-action shotgun can only be the Winchester 

1897 model. We are quite an enthusiastic crowd and hardly ever have less than 12 

shooters per shoot. Although we shoot competitively, most shooters are there to have fun 

and shoot with their wonderful old weapons. “There is nothing like the smell of Black 

Powder smoke early in the morning.” (Do I detect something from Apocalypse Now here? Ed.) 
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At our last shoot on the 19th January 2008 we were fortunate enough to have with us an 

American SASS member who shot with us. Carl Wilkey, from South Carolina in the USA, 

saw in the monthly SASS Chronicle (Newsletter the size of our newspapers) that there is a 

SASS Cowboy Action Shooting Club in South Africa. He contacted us via our website and 

requested if he could shoot with us. We obviously welcomed him with open arms, as we 

do to all who are interested in what we do. He was here to investigate, consult, advise and 

train personnel at the Koeberg Power Station during their down-time. (His observations 

and comments on that topic are another story, though.)  For obvious reasons he could not 

bring along his own guns, but we never have a problem letting others use ours. He did 

bring out his own rig and gear, though. For a very large, tall and soft-spoken man, he could 

surely move fast and shoot just as fast and accurate. He was very impressed with our 

shoot and our setup and thoroughly enjoyed himself. One of our members, Willie Myburgh, 

made a home movie of the shoot and gave Carl and each of us a copy, although I must 

say that there was nothing home made about it, it was very professionally made. Carl was 

very grateful and very impressed.  

We organised a Braai for him for the following weekend at Brian and Jackie Hoare’s place 

where we fed him game meat, biltong and boere wors until he broke one of Brian’s brand 

new deck chairs, in half. He even got hold of a biltong making recipe that he wants to try at 

home. After a wonderful afternoon of story-telling and brain-draining he vowed to be back 

next year for some more Cowboy Action Shooting and a hunting holiday.  

Graeme Smith 

Aka: Slip Shootin Smith 

www.westernshooters.co.za 

 

MONTHLY TALK AT THE CTH OFFICERS MESS CAPE CASTLE. 

Thursday the 31st of January the faithful met in the hallowed chambers of the CTH Officers 
Club at the Cape Castle for our first talk for 2008.   

Stephan Fourie displayed the British soldiers’ personal weapons used by the British 
Forces in the Anglo Zulu War of 1879, where outdated obsolete tactics nearly smarted the 
British honour, which was only restored after regular imperial forces (including the elite 17th 
Lancers and for the very first time the a British Army Gatling battery) were rushed to Natal 
to eventually defeat King Cetshwayo at the battle of Ulundi.  The British lost 1727 KIA and 
256 WIA and the Zulus 10500 KIA.  He displayed a Martini Henry Rifle Mk II, a Cavalry 
pattern 1868 lance and a pattern 1864 sword.  The only missing item was a .476 
Beaumont Adams percussion revolver. 

The “rank and file universal pattern 1864 sword” was evolved from the 1853 pattern, which 
in turn evolved from the 1821 heavy cavalry troopers’ sword.  It was further developed into 
the patterns 1882, 1890, 1899 and eventually into the 1908 sword.  As used at that time, it 
was issued with a metal scabbard, and the regiments’ armourers had the delightful duty to 
sharpen the swords before major actions or when it was issued.  For this purpose a 
massive stone sharpening wheel were carted along.  The most distinguishing marks were 
the Maltese cross cut into the bowl which replaced the 3-bar guard.  The pattern 1864 was 
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a rough but functional rank and file weapon that saw extensive use in Britain’s numerous 
colonial wars till the WWI.   

The 17th Lancers rushed from India was armed with the 1868 Pattern lance with a bamboo 
shaft and a steel point with a red and white pennant.  They only reached the war theatre 
after the Isandlwana massacre but played a major role in defeating the Zulus at the battle 
of Ulundi where they were kept inside the Infantry squares and unleashed when the Zulus 
started to waver.  Though anachronistic in modern warfare, the lance proved very effective 
against irregular troops scattered in flight especially as with the Zulus who flung 
themselves flat or hid in crevasses.  The only problem was that the lance had a tendency 
to stick in the shield it had penetrated.  

 The Martini Henry also know as the 
Peabody-Martini-Henry was a breach 
loading lever-actuated rifle adopted by the 
British, combining an action worked on by 
Friedrich von Martini based on the Peabody 
rifle developed by Henry Peabody and with 
a rifled barrel designed by Scotsman 
Alexander Henry.  It first entered service in 
1871, replacing the Snider-Enfield.  Since 
1874 the British Infantry had carried the 
single shot Martini Henry Mark II, which was 
the standard issue rifle used during the 
Anglo Zulu War of 1879.  It was prone to 
fowling after pro longed firing due to the 
paper thin rolled brass cartridge and black 
gun powder propellant. Experienced 
troopers could maintain a firing rate of 12 
shots per yard a minute.  

 

Cyril Lautenbach gave us a talk on his Sig Sauer P220.  As engineer and retired naval officer in 

charge of armaments, he certainly knows his topics and the technical information flowed of his 

tongue in one smooth stream.  The man certainly is a walking encoklipedia! 
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France entered World War 1 with the 8mm Lebel as its official side arm. At just over 
100ft/lbs of muzzle energy it was underpowered by military standards. During the war 
there was a shortage of the Lebel revolver and France purchased a conglomeration of 
7.65mm Brg pistols from Spain. After the war the decision was taken to standardise on 
one pistol. Enquiries were put out, the most well known reply was a scaled down version of 
the GP 35 from FN. The calibre required by France was the MAS 7.65mm. France decided 
to stay in house and the result was a pistol made by S.A.C.M. to the design of a Swiss 
Charles Patter. Basically a Browning design but the lock work could be removed as a 
single unit like the Tokarev TT33. This pistol became the model 1935 A. To speed 
production the pistol was redesigned and this became the 1935 S. This differed from the 
Browning design in that the ejection port in the slide was enlarged and a shoulder on the 
barrel locked into it instead of the grooves and lands of the Browning. In 1937 the Swiss 
bought the rights to the model 1935 A. S.I.G. used this as a starting point to develop their 
replacement for the model 1902 7.65mm Parabellum pistol. This led to the adoption of the 
Sig P210 by the Swiss in 1949. This pistol was made to very high standards and was very 
expensive consequently production was limited. The Swiss decided to develop a cheaper 
pistol and this resulted in the Sig Sauer P220 adopted by the Swiss Army in 1975. The 
pistol was still pricey and did not evoke many sales. In an attempt to sell pistols it was 
marketed by the Browning sales organisation in the USA for two years as a double action 
Browning. It did not do very well. The German Border Police showed interest but wanted a 
more compact pistol. The pistol was developed into a shorter barrel and butt version as the 
P225. The P225 is not just a shorter version of the P220, lots of parts are not 
interchangeable.  
The USA Army requirement to change from its Colt M 1911 A hastened the demise of the 
P220. The P226 was developed from the P225 to compete in the USA Army trials. The 
P226 offered more than the P220 with little difference in price. The P220 was offered in .38 
Super and .45 ACP in the USA to keep it going but by the mid 1990’s it was virtually dead. 
The P220 main legacy is that it popularised the square section on top of the barrel locking 
into the ejection port instead of Browning’s grooves and lands.   

 

CAPE SAAACA SHOOTING DISCIPLINES: 

 

This is both a fun event hosted at the Atlantis Shooting Range as published on our web 

site. It is an opportunity to develop your shooting skills under a hybrid from various other 

shooting formats intended to give us a shoot as close to the real thing in which the various 

types were originally used.  So load up your favourite revolver and grab that lever action 

Martini or bolt action Mauser and come take your position on the shooting line and start 

working on your ranking on the annual log.  The modern lucky few with Ruger Mini 14’s or 

LM4’s can grab their semi auto pistols and does the rock and roll bit as well. 

 

Condition:  No rests (bi-pods or sand bags) allowed. 

 

Class 1 Modern Assault Weapons  

 

Semi & full auto assault rifles and semi auto pistols. 

 

100m  Assault rifles  Standing position 5 shots 15 seconds 

25m  Semi-auto pistols Standing position  5 shots 15 seconds 
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Class 2 Breach Loading Weapons 

 

Lever and bolt action rifles and single and double action revolvers. 

 

200m  Lever and bolt Assault rifles  Prone position 5 shots 30 seconds 

25m  Revolvers    Prone position  5 shots 30 seconds 

 

 

Class 3 Black powder muzzle loading and cap and ball weapons 

 

Muzzle loading flint/percussion muskets and cap and ball revolvers or flint lock pistols. 

 

100m  Muskets  Prone position 5 shots 12 minutes 

25m  Revolvers  Prone position  5 shots 12 minutes 

 

Range Officers: 

Graeme Smith 

Francois du Toit 

 

Volunteers to assist the R.O.’s are invited to contact the Chairman. 

As Range Officers are a SETA rated qualification, we intend that all such volunteers be sent on a R.O. 

course at our expense to ensure our safety and remain legit. 

 

 
 
WEBSITE: 
 
www.capesaaaca.co.za 
 
Check our calendar for events, and if you know of any interesting forthcoming event, let 
our webmaster know in advance to allow him to post it.  webmaster@capesaaaca.co.za 
 
Download application forms, refer to popular links, keep abreast of affairs as it unfolds, 
etc. 
 
TRADERS CORNER: 
 
All and anybody who wishes to sell or trade anything (related to our mutual interest) may 
post ads here for FREE.  Contact our webmaster with the necessary information, price 
and contact details.  webmaster@capesaaaca.co.za 
 
DEALERS CORNER: 
 
Visit our web site to support our accredited dealers. 
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Classic Arms Auction dates: 
 
Auction 27; 29th of March Ridge Casino Witbank 
Auction 28; 7th of June Voortrekker Monument Pretoria 
Auction 29; 2ndof August War Museum Johannesburg. 
 
(W) 013-656 2923 
andrew@classicarms.co.za 
www.classicarms.co.za 
 
We suggest you refer anyone who decided to get rid of their firearms to place a free add 
on our web site and or to contact Andrew to have it put on auction rather than hand it in to 
the SAPS for destruction. 
 

Warbooks: 
 
General militaria specialist books and special orders on request. 
 
Johan van den Berg at warbooks@mweb.co.za 
 

 

 
 
Download application forms from our web site for new members, categorisation and collectibility 
applications, etc.  www.capesaaaca.co.za 
 
FEES PAYABLE: 
 
Joining fee        R150.00 
Annual subs for firearm collectors     R450.00 
Categorisation and Field of Interest applications/reviews.  R250.00 
Subsequent Collectibility applications    R100.00 
Annual subs for all other secretariat collector categories  R250.00 
Student membership subs      R100.00 

 

Greetings, 

Stephan Fourie 

Chairman 

CAPE SAAACA 

PO Box 2567, Bellville, 7535 

Ph: 021-946 1712 

Fax: 949 0045 

capesaaaca@sfa.co.za 

www.capesaaaca.co.za 

"If firearms cause crime, then pencils cause illiteracy" 


